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	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91012 version 2
Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue

	Resource title: Highway to the Danger Zone

	3 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3
To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-91012-02-4431

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.
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Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Geography 91012. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

In this assessment activity students are required to describe the nature of a contemporary geographic issue, describe viewpoints related to that issue, evaluate courses of action, and make a fully justified recommendation. The context in this activity is the impact of decisions about national and/or regional roading needs on local communities, in particular, how completing the Waterview Connection section of the Western Ring Route to bypass Auckland’s city centre and the Auckland Harbour Bridge may affect the Waterview community.

A contemporary geographic issue refers to an issue that affects people and the environment (natural and/or cultural), and it includes a spatial dimension. The issue may be political, economic, social, or environmental. 

You could select or negotiate an alternative local or regional context that will engage your students. Adapt the activity and schedule to suit your context.

Students could explore, for example: land use (for example, proposals to develop a mine, a wind farm, or a ski field), a new development in an area (for example, a new retirement village, factory, or sports facility), beach erosion, demographic changes, closure of services, or water pollution.

Ensure that any alternative issue you select is an issue within a contemporary geographic setting in New Zealand, and prepare appropriate resources.

Modify the title and/or other details of this resource to reflect the geographic issue that your students explore.

Conditions

This assessment will take place over two weeks of in-class time.

Give the students opportunities to do further research at home. They can bring additional material from home for their visual display.

Assess students individually.

Resource requirements

Provide students with background information (for example, maps, time lines, and photographs of the location), relevant web links, and a range of viewpoints from various people. The information must be substantial enough for students to understand the various viewpoints, evaluate different courses of action, and make a fully justified recommendation.
The following websites provide information about the Western Ring Route and the Waterview Connection project:

· the New Zealand Transport Agency: http://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/waterviewconnection
· Auckland Transport: http://www.aucklandtransport.govt.nz (in particular, the introduction to the Regional Land Transport Strategy, under Strategies in the Improving Transport section)
· Auckland Motorways: http://www.aucklandmotorways.co.nz/southwestern/swwaterview.php
Resource A provides an example of different viewpoints on the Waterview Connection issue. 

With guidance, students might explore questions or viewpoints expressed on the Auckland Transport Blog: http://transportblog.co.nz/tag/waterview-connection
Additional information

One way to complete this assessment activity is for students to create masks that represent different viewpoints on the Waterview Connection project. Students could annotate and decorate their masks, using a key.
Before beginning this assessment activity, help the students to gain an understanding of Waterview and the surrounding area, or the geographic setting of your selected context. They could use:

· an atlas or Google Earth to find the location and extent of the area

· detailed maps to identify natural and cultural features of the area.

Students are not formally required to record this information. However, they may wish to collate material and refer to it as they complete the assessment activity.
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	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	Describe, in-depth, aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.
	Comprehensively describe aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.


Student instructions

Introduction

This activity requires you to describe the impact on the Waterview community of completing the Waterview section of the Western Ring Route around Auckland. The Western Ring Route is designed to keep through traffic out of central Auckland and off the Auckland Harbour Bridge while improving travel times for the drivers who choose to use it.
Refer to the resources and websites your teacher has provided. You can do further research at home so that you understand the issue in greater depth.

You have two weeks of class time to complete this assessment activity, working individually.

You will be assessed on how well you are able to describe the nature of the motorway issue and different viewpoints on the issue, describe and assess possible courses of action, and make a recommendation. 

Teacher note: Adapt the specific focus and/or other conditions of this activity to suit your context.
Task

Describe the nature of the geographic issue

Outline what the issue is about.

Describe the location of the Waterview ring route extension and state how this location is important to or linked to the issue.

Describe the natural and cultural features/characteristics that are relevant to this issue and how the issue affects people and the environment.

You could include an annotated map in this part of the task.

Describe two different viewpoints

Identify two different viewpoints on the issue and name people or groups who hold those viewpoints (see example in Resource A: Motorway Viewpoints).

Create two masks that represent the different viewpoints. Your teacher may provide a template.

Write notes on each mask that: 

· clearly show a viewpoint on the issue

· fully describe the viewpoint and provide reasons for why that viewpoint is held. 
Ensure you use specific information and geographic terms and concepts incorporating the beliefs, values, and/or perspectives of the individuals or groups. 

Evaluate courses of action
Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the following possible courses of action. 
1. Leave things as they are.
2. Complete the Waterview Connection.
3. Alter the proposed route.
Assess each strength and weakness by commenting on how important each is to the issue.

This could be presented on an evaluation sheet with columns headed “Strengths” and “Weaknesses”.
Make a recommendation

Present your recommendation for the Waterview Connection as a submission to the Auckland Transport Authority.  
Organise your submission under the following headings: 

· The best course of action for the Waterview Connection
· My reasons for recommending this course of action

· Why I think this course of action is better than the other courses of action.
Remember to give detailed reasons why you are recommending one course of action and why you think it is better than the other courses of action.
Resource A
Teacher note: Additional resource material on the background of the issue, maps, and so on can be added here.
Motorway viewpoints

Teacher note: The following viewpoints are examples only to indicate the kind of material students will need for this assessment activity.

	Olga Krsinic
	“I’ve lived here for 30 years, so my kids have grown up here,” says Olga Krsinic. “They've gone to the local schools, so we've hung in here hoping that Transit would make a good decision. An extra 200 homes will be destroyed to make way for the new motorway. I had been expecting a tunnel to be built beneath us, and I am shocked at this development.”

	Brian Roche
	“We don't think that this is an inferior option at all,” New Zealand Transport Association Chairman Brian Roche says. “There are a number of constraints to our decision. We have looked at other options and believe a motorway will provide Auckland with the best transport network possible. The cost of this proposal is considerably less than other options.”

	Russell Norman
	Green Party member Russell Norman says the Government is going to bulldoze a motorway through the suburb. “It is 1950s dinosaur thinking to hammer a motorway through the heart of a residential area,” he says. Dr Norman raised the issue in Parliament, saying the Government's options would affect poor people in Mt Albert. “We're not putting this motorway through the richest area – it’s not King's College they're going to put a motorway through – it’s going to be Waterview Primary School,” he says.

	Brett Skeen
	Waterview Primary School will back onto the new motorway, and principal Brett Skeen is worried about its impact on the school roll. “I would hate to think that the future of Waterview Primary is decided on a motorway, not on learning and quality of education,” says Mr Skeen. “However, we will have a new school gymnasium and playground as a result of these changes.”

	Mere Smith
	Mere Smith’s house will be destroyed when the motorway is constructed. She says, “The impact that this will have on the local iwi is significant. We will no longer have a community as the church hall and community centre, which is currently used for youth and whānau activities, will be destroyed, and we have no promises of a new one. Our young people will have nowhere where they can gather, and I am concerned that they will get into trouble as there is nothing for them to be involved with.”



Websites
The following websites provide information about the Western Ring Route and the Waterview Connection Project:

· the New Zealand Transport Agency: http://www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/waterviewconnection
· Auckland Transport: http://www.aucklandtransport.govt.nz (in particular, the introduction to the Regional Land Transport Strategy, under Strategies in the Improving Transport section)
· Auckland Motorways: http://www.aucklandmotorways.co.nz/southwestern/swwaterview.php
Assessment schedule: Geography 91012 Highway to the Danger Zone

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student describes aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.

The student:

· describes the nature of the geographic issue, including the significance of the location, specific natural and/or cultural characteristics, and the effect on people and the environment

· describes two different viewpoints that relate to the geographic issue
· describes a strength and a weakness of each course of action

· recommends an appropriate course of action and provides a reason to justify this choice.

For example (partial extracts):

Nature of the geographic issue

“Waterview is an established residential suburb of Auckland. It comprises mostly low- to middle-income people. The land is mainly flat, with some small hills. The area has a number of schools, commercial zones, and facilities servicing the local area. Up to 200 homes will have to be removed, causing dislocation and breakdown of community. Green spaces will be lost to the motorway. Traffic through the area is likely to increase, and noise or air pollution may affect houses or schools nearest to the extension.”
Annotations on mask

“Olga does not want the motorway because she has lived in the area for a long time.

“Mere is concerned that if the motorway is built, young people will have nowhere to meet.”
Course of Action: Leave things as they are
“Strength: No homes will be destroyed, so people’s lives will not change.

“Weakness: Transport problems such as traffic jams may get worse if the roads stay as they are.

Recommendation
“I recommend that the council leave things as they are. People’s lives will not be disrupted.”
	The student describes in-depth, aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.

The student:

· describes the nature of the geographic issue, including the significance of the location, specific natural and/or cultural characteristics, and the effect on people and the environment

· describes, in detail, different viewpoints that relate to the geographic issue; specific information is included

· assesses strengths and weaknesses of each course of action by commenting on their relative importance
· recommends an appropriate course of action and justifies their recommendation with detailed reasons.
For example (partial extracts):

Annotations on mask

“Olga is strongly opposed to the motorway because she has lived in the area for 30 years. It is her home. She is also opposed because she was expecting a tunnel rather than a motorway.

“Mere is concerned that if the motorway is built, young people will have no longer have a place to meet because the local community centre will be destroyed.”
Course of Action: Leave things as they are
“Strength: People will not lose their homes, and homes near to the motorway extension will not lose their value. This will keep the affected people happy. The community will not lose facilities such as the church hall and community centre. This is important because if the scheme were to go ahead, there is no promise that these facilities would be replaced in another location. The culture of the neighbourhood would not change.

“Weakness: Transport problems such as traffic jams may get worse if the roads stay as they are. This is important because commuters who travel into the central city using the roads would not be happy with this as their journey times to and from work would increase. Other groups who use the roads would also be affected, for example, people who deliver goods would not be able to make as many trips in a day and freight costs would go up.”
Recommendation
“I recommend that the council leave things as they are. People’s lives will not be disrupted. This is the best course of action because the community in Waterview will be left intact. The community hall and church will remain, and the young people will have somewhere to go for their activities. People who have lived in the area also keep their connections with the suburb.”
	The student comprehensively describes aspects of a contemporary New Zealand geographic issue.

The student:

· describes the nature of the geographic issue, including the significance of the location, specific natural and/or cultural characteristics, and the effect on people and the environment

· fully describes different viewpoints that relate to the geographic issue, making use of specific information and incorporating stakeholder beliefs, values, and/or perspectives

· shows understanding of concepts and uses geographic terminology
· assesses strengths and weaknesses of each course of action by commenting on their relative importance

· recommends an appropriate course of action and fully justifies their recommendation with detailed arguments and/or evidence
· gives evidence why this recommendation is more appropriate than other courses of action.

For example (partial extracts):

Annotations on mask

“Olga has a viewpoint that may be representative of a number of local residents’ perspectives – people who have lived in the area for a number of years (30 years in Olga’s case) and have ties to the local community because their children have attended the local schools and made use of other local facilities that make up the cultural environment of the area. Olga does not want the motorway to be built because 200 homes will be destroyed and this means the cultural environment will be changed from a neighbourhood to a transport link.

“Mere is concerned about the impact on the local iwi if the motorway is built. There are a number of community facilities, such as the church hall and the community centre, that are the focal point for the iwi and enable them to have somewhere to develop and pass on their culture to younger generations. If these were to be destroyed, then the groups that used these facilities for youth and whānau activities will no longer have anywhere to go. The facilities are not likely to be rebuilt. This may cause some youth to get into trouble as there will be nothing else for them to do in the local community.”
Recommendation

“I recommend that the council leave things as they are. People’s lives will not be disrupted. This (not building a motorway) is the best course of action because it will not change the community in Waterview; the cultural environment will stay the same. For example, the community centre and the church hall will remain as a focus for the local iwi, youth, and whānau of Waterview. 

“This course of action best represents the views of people who live in the local community, for example, Olga Krsinic and Mere Smith. The Government and Transit should consider alternative transport infrastructure that is more suitable for residential neighbourhoods than motorways. This is better than building a motorway. Building a motorway would mean destroying 200 homes, forcing many people to relocate. Waterview Primary School will not be affected by traffic noise from a motorway, and the school roll will not decline because of it. 

“Leaving things as they are is also better than building an alternative route. An alternative route would still cause a number of homes to be destroyed and force people to move away, which would change the cultural environment of the area. The cost of building an alternative route is significant. That money could be spent on a community project, such as renovating the community centre or church.”


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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